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Suéarez-Caabro: Pesca Puerto Rico, 1972

RESUMEN

En 1972 se reporté una pesca minima de 4,601,250 libras de pescado y matisco
en Puerte Rico, 85%o fue pescade de diversas especies y 15%f0 mariseo, El precio pro-
ntedio pare tods Is Isla fue de 36 centavos el pescado y B4 centavos el marisco.

Se emplearon unas 00 embarcacionzs y 2,600 pescadores, Ademis, el esfuerzo
pesguera consistio en 13,000 unidades de artes de pesca reportadas en actividad a lravds
de la Ista. De esta contidad 66%0 fueron nasss de pestado y langosta y el resto otras
artes de condel y malla, principadmente.

1a mayor conceniracién de nasas se encontrd en la region occidental, siendo Cabo
Rejo el drea donde habin mayor nimero de elfas, También es ¢ centro pesquero de mis
produceion en Puerto Rico.

El valor total de la produccién pesquera focal ascendid en 1972 2 $1,930,000. al
nivel del pescador. Esta cuntidad se distribuyd asi: costa norte 11%0; costs sur, 13%0;
costa este, 36%f6 y costa oeste, 40%[o. El precio mis alto se pagd en la cosla norte, que
es la de menos produccion pesquera; wmientras que el mis bajo fue en Ia ocste, que es
donde la produceion es mucho mayor.
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DATOS GENERALES

Lulebra

W“‘o
?
1 +321 lbs,

La actividad pesquera doméstica de Puerto Rico, realizada en
aguas alrededor de la Isla, se desarrolla a través de unos 90 centros
pesqueros, distribuidos a fo largo de toda la costa de Puerto Rico
en 41 municipios, y, ademds, comprende las 4reas de pesca corres-
.pondlentes a las Islas de Culebra y Vieques. Los centros mas acti-
. vos s¢’ encuentran en [os litorales de Cabo Rojo, Fajardo, Isla de :
Vieques, Himacdo v. Naguabo. i

El total de pescadares reportados en toda la Isla en 1972 as-
cendid a 968 con 797 embarcaciones. El total de unidades de artes
de pesca ese mismo afio fue de 12,371, siendo tas més abundantes: :
nasa, silga, cala, cajones y volante de carey, entre otras. |

San Juan

La produccion total de pescado y marisco reportada para Puer
to Rico durante 1972 fue de 4,601,250 libras, El precio promedio
al nivel del pescador alcanzd $0.42 por libra. Se trata de especies
capturadas en aguas locales alrededor de la Isla. } '

301 1bs.
431 lbs,

ORIGEN DE LA INFORMACION

Los datos estadisticos se obtienen utilizando el sistema de bo-
ketos de compra o venta, que son recogidos semanalmente por nues-
tros agentes estadisticos en los centros pesqueros asignados a ellos.
Cada boleto contiene nombre y direccion del interesado, y precio y
valor de las diferentes clases de pescado y marisco que corresponden
a la transaccion realizada {ver modelo pég. 2).

3,681 1bs,

AREAS ESTADISTICAS

Con el propésito de reportar Ia estadistica pesquera local la
Islta ha sido dividida en cuatro regiones: torte, sur, este y oeste ,
{fig. 1}. Cada region a su vez comprende varios pueblos o municipios i
v éstos incluyen los diferentes centros pesqueros.

pesqueras en Puerto Rica, 1972.

~Produccisn 1ocal reportads {actual BOS) en miles de tivras de pestadv y marisco por reglones
regions {n Puerto Rice, 1972.

Fig. 1.-tocal production {actual BDZ) in thousands of pounds of fish and shellfish reported by

Aguadilia
Cabo Rojo
La Parquer:
Fig. 1}

A cada agente estadistico se le asignd un area de trabajo que
comprende varios pueblos y centros pesquercs {fig. 2}, Los nom-
bres, dreas y residencia de cada uno, aparecen a continuacion:

a -
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Fig. 2-Areas de trabajo de los agentes estadisticos.

Fig. 2-Distribution by areas of the statistical agents.

Sudraz-Coslirn: Pascn Puorto Rico, 1072

Area "A": Rio Grande-Maunaho e Islas de Culebra y Viegues,
Sr. Jests Garcia Mercado, Residencia: Fajardo.

Catafio, San Juan y Lofza, Sr. Ivdn Pérez Moll. Residencia:
San Juan.

Area "B'': Patillas-Guénica, Sr. Pedro J. irizarry Ortiz. Re-
sidencia: Ponce.

Area “C": Guénica-isabela, Supervisor v Agente, Sr. Julio Al-
varez Rivera. Residencia: Mayaguez.

Area “D": Quebradillas-Dorado, Sr. Miguel A. Raices Feli-
ciano. Residencia; Arecibo.

La actividad de los agentes se encuentra resumida en la
Tabla 1.

ESPECIES

Los nombres vulgares y cientificos de las especies reportadas
en la pesca local de Puerto Rico en 1972 aparecen en ia Tabla 2.
En ciertos casos algunas especies son reportadas colectivamente,
debido a que por razones econdmicas o de otra indole no es
practico hacer la separacion. Por ejemplo, el chillo incluye Ia ne-
grita vy el besugo. E! mero comprende varias especies como guasa,
cabrilia, cherna, etc.

De acuerdo con la practica, como promedio a través de la lsla,
se abtuvieron las siguientes cifras que muestran la proporcion del
pescado y marisco clasificado méas corrientemente en 1972 (Tabla
3, fig. 3, los nGmeros entre paréntesis significan menos de 500
libras o $500}.

Especies )
' Pargo 20
Boguicolorado 10
Mero 10
Loro 5
Atlin 4
Sierra 5
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TABLA 2

Nombros vulgares y cientificos de los peces y mariscos repartados
con més fracuencia en los capturas ds Puerto Rico, 1872

PECES
- Pargo:
Chilie Lutjanus vivanus
Lo ; Nugra L buccanella
.~ TABLA 1 Arrayade, flayade, Manchego L. synagris
S Sama L. analis
Resumen de las actividades de los agentes estadfsticos en 1972 Pargo colorado L. jocu
Pargo priste 1. griseus
Guasinuce L. cyanopterus
- UEYUTES CHIYSUmNS
anero Sierra:
fﬁﬁiem ?ié g:gg? Sierra N Scnmhe'mmarus tavalla
mgrz_ci 762 3,255 ) MB{Alasana. Pelicin 8. regafis
abri y 0!

f mayo g;é i’:g? Maro, Guajil Mycteraperca venanoss
junio 81% 3 ? 058 Cherna Epinephelus striatus
julio 51% 1 : 657 Cabrilta E. quttatus
agasto 71% 2,185 : Mantagquilia Caphalapholis fulva
septiembre 947 3,010 Mara, Cabra E. adscencianis
octt.:brz 89% 2,539 Guasa E. mystacinus
novieobre 81% Jurst;
diciembre 87% g:ggg Cojinta Caranx crysos

_ ! Jdurat C. hippos
; Jural negrén C. fugubris
Total 80x 30,551 § Guaymen C. bartholomast
xg L. i Madragel - Sariola dumerili
¢ debe visitar semanalmente los centros pesqueros de . Salmbin Elagatis bipinnulatus
cuarenta pueblos del litoral de la Isla, incluyendo j Corcobado Salens vomer
las Islas de Vieques y Culebra. i Palemata Trachinotus goodei
i Phmpano T. faleatus
Barhudo Polydactylus virginicus
: Robalo Controgomus undecimalis
! Picin Sphyrasna barracuda
Guaguanche S. guaguancho
" Capitén Tachnolaimus maximus
fate Acanthocybium solanderi
Machato, Sable “Trichiums lepturus

n 11
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At
Vaca
Albacora
Atén, Bonito
Albacora ‘
o - Net.asamarillas
ot Qorades
T Plumag "
Chopa ~ :
Boguicolorado, Amariifa,
Cachicats '
Loro
Paja puerco
Salmeneta colorads
Salmonots amarillo
Gallg
Maeaco
Mojarra, Muniama
Marlin azul, Aguia
Vele, Abanice
Sarding
Arenque
Balaj
Jarga
Chapin

TABLA 2 {Cont.}

PECES

CRUSTACEQS

Langosta
Cocolia
Sambuco

Juay

Comarbn
Camarbn de rio

MOLUSCcOos

Pulpa

Carruche
Bulgao, Burgan.
Ostitn

CAREYES

Carey de concha
Cahezdn

Paja blanco
Tinglado

19

Euthynnus allettaratus
E. pelomis

Thunnus atlanticus
T. athacarss
Earyphaana hippurs

Lalamus spo.
Archosargus rambaldalis
Haamulon spp,
Sparisoma spp.

Hail %

alistas vatula
Psaudupensus maculatus
Melloidichthys martinicus

Holocentrus spp.

Albula vulpes
Gerres cineraus

Makaira nigricans
Istiophiniis platypterus
Harengula spp,
Upisthonama oglinum
Hamiramphus Brasiliensis

Mugif spp.
ESctnEﬁrvssgp.

Panulitus argus
Gallinectes spp.
Ucides cordatus
Cardisoma guanhumi
Panaeus spp.
acrabrachium spp.

Uctopus vulgaris
trombus gipas
Livana pica

Lrassottraa thizophorae

Eretmochslys imbricata
‘Thallasochelys caretta

Chatonia mydas
armachelys coriaces

Sudrez-Caabro: Pesca Puerto Rico, 1972
TABLA 3
DISTRIESUCTON RECIONAL 9B LAS ESPECIES DE PESCADO Y MARISCO
REPORTADAS COH MAS FRECUENCIA EN PUERYC RICO,1972
. “Coata Hocte Conta Sur Conta Yate Conta Qeste Tatal =
Fapecios Cantidod[Valor |ant idad Valor [Cant idad [Valor |Cant idad!Valor Cantidad] Valor
AEGn A A [ i i? i 133 3% 163 &3
watajl! [§%] [§3] L} i 2 i 1 (4} 1 2
Snquicolorado 3 b3 63 a1 194 58 93 1% 55 99
Tapitén (i} {1) & 3 59 23 2 13 67 23
Chaptn DU LA 11w 27 7 14 5 42 12
Darado (1) [$3] 1 (1) 1 {1} 17 4 13 L3
Gallo (1} (1) 1 €] 6 3 39 & 16 9
Jarea 5 2 0 & 17 5 10 3 32 16
Jurel 5 2 4 i 34 1a 28 9 71 22
Loro — e 2 1 b4 14 119 ¥ 185 23
darlin Azul _— -—— —— -— —_— —_— -— —— — ——
Yoy 9 A 36 21 152 72 162 L6 379 143
Hejarra ] —— — ] m— i ($3] | 1 (1}
Parpes

:\Ernynda 5 3 3B 13 6 10 43 19 114 45
Colirrubia 3] 12 13 5 35 21 27 138 100 49
Chillo 73 37 & 4 55 1n 254 i81 188 213
Sama 9 & [ 2 28 i1 15 & 58 23
Octos 16 8 L [ & 2 15 & A6 20
Poje Pusrco 1 {1} 5 1 105 27 75 9 188 by
Picha k} 1 17 7 21 ? 7 z Ly i?
Pluma 1 (1} 6 1 [ 3] F3 8 5 4 81 2%
Robalo 18 B 17 7 4 2 2 1 41 18
Salmonets ——— —— k3 8 140 43 172 kL 351 50
Sardina 2 1 — — 1 {1} &6 1 ¥ b4
Sierra 25 1l 25 10 ] 34 57 21 195 7%
— i o s (4} {1 (1) (1) — -
Otvog Peces 3 1 14 7 1 51 15 75 21
Total Poeces 217 119 51 121 | 1,167 403 | 1,374 452 | 3,109 1,095
Carey & 2 3 i 9 3 3 1 1% 1
Carvutho — —_ 10 5 18 9 140 62 168 76
Juay 76 48 — f — PRV [ e | ——— 16 i5
Langoata 1 1 57 76 120 1446 59 69 237 91
Ostiones e wiem | —_ 50 46 50 it
IR RN

0 rigcoa 2 1
T;::: :::rin:nn (;2 (;i 846 a8 154 162 254 178 512 &719
Tatal 301 130 431 209 ] 3,321 365 ] 1,628 630 § 3,681 1,574

k]

3
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Peje Puerco

Gallo

Jurel

Pluma

Otros Peces 2
Langosta

Carrucho

Otros Mariscos

LN ONNRNO;

100

EXPLICACION DE LAS TABLAS

En las tablas el peso se expresa en libras y el valor en dolares.
La mayoria del pescado y marisco se desembarca entero. La evis-
ceracion, escamado y limpieza se realiza en tierra, pagando aparte
al pescador por esa labor. El valor se computa siempre del precio
pagado a los pescadores.

El peso del carrucho es sin concha, el de las docena de jueyes
se computa a base de 3 a 6 libras por docena seqgin |3 regibn; la
langosta y el pulpo se pesan enteros. los factores para convertir
carne a animal entero en el carey y el juey son 3.33 y 6.66, res
pectivamente. El peso de los ostiones incluye la concha.

PESCA POR COSTAS
Costa Norte

Solo praduce un 8 % de la produccidn de Puerto Rico. Com-
prende desdo Isabela hasta Luquilio{fig. 4). En esta region, debido
a la topografia de la costa y a las condiciones del mar, se deja de
pescar durante muchos dias del aho, Se usa muy poro la nasa,
Principalmente se emplean las artes de cordel y los trasmallos
{filete). Durante el verano, cuando hay bonanza se pesca con
chinchorro en algunas dreas como Arecibo, Barceloneta y Loiza
En la ¢época de mal tiempo la pesca se reduce al empleo de tras
mallos v nasas en la desembocaduras de los rics v remansas de la
costa, v al uso de la atarraya para la pesca de sardinas. En 1872

4r
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Fig. 4.~Distribucidn de los pescadores v.embarcaciones de la pesga local de Puerce Riep, 1972.
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4.=Distribution of fishersmen and craft reportad in Puerto Rico, 1972.

Fig.
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Sufrez-Caabro: Pesca Puerto Rico, 1972

se pescaron 301,000 libras, con un precio por libra al nivel del
pescador de $0.56 (Tabla 3). Fue la regibn donde menos se pesco vy
en la que el precio por libra se pagb més alto. Los mejores meses
de pesca fueron abril, junio, agosto y septiembre. Las especies
clasificadas mas abundantes fueron: sierra, mero, manchego, coli-
rruble, chillo, sama, plcda y robalo, entre otras.

Coste Sur

Abarce de Petlllas & Lajas {tig. 4). Esta reqibn ofrece mejores
fnclildades pars la pesca que la tcosta norte, En esta costa existen
pesqueros muy productivos como son las aguas alrededor de la
Isla de Caja de Muertos (sur de Ponce} y el Banco Grappler, al
sureste de {a Isla. Los pescadoras de la costa sur pescan con mis
regularidad que .en la norte. El arte principal es la nasa. También
se emplean el chinchorro de arrestre, la silga, el trasmallo {filete)
y el volante de carey. En 1972 se pescaron 431,000 libras con un
precio promadio al nivel del pescador de $0.48 por libra {Tabla 3).
Los mejores meses de pesca fugron febrero, marzo y abril, Las
especies clasificadas més abundantes fueron: slerra, mero, man-
chego, colirrubia, sama, plcia y robalo, entre otras.

Costa Este

Es la sequnda regibn pesquera de importancia y en 1972 pro-
dujo el 36% de la produccibn. Comprende desde Fajardo hasta
Maunabo y las istas de Culebra y Vieques {Fig. 4). En 1972 se

produjeron 1,321,000 libras de pescado y marisco a un precio de .

$0.43 por libra (Tabla 3} al nivel del pescadcr:;ﬁstagghtghpggsgntaai
una amplia plataforma donde se asientan:ias:lislasideiGulebra:y?
Vieques, que resulta un pesquero tradicional de langosta. El arte

méas usado en la regibn es la nasa y los cajones para la pesca de
fangosta. Le siguen en importancia la silga, la cala, el volante de
carey y el chinchorro de arrastre. Las especies clasificadas que
mas se pescaron fueron: sierra, mero, atdn, colirrubia, chillo y

sama. Los mejores meses de pesca fueron enero, febrero,marzoy
abril.

17
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Costa Oeste

Es la regidn més pesquera de Puerto Rico y produjo el 44%
dfa la produccion en 1972, Comprende desde Cabo Rojo hasta Agua-
difla. {fig. 4). Existen pesqueros importantes frente a los litora-
Efzs de Cabo Rojo y Mayaguez, en los alrededores del arrecife

Tourmaline”, “Las Coronas”, las Islas de Mona v Desecheo, y en
la Bahia de Aguadilla. El arte mas empleado es ta nasa, lasilgay
_ -la cala; también usan palangres de fondo. En 1972 se pescaron
s .;.;_.ji_l‘,628,(.}00:!ibrasi-‘dg{pescado Y marisco a un precio promedio por

libra d2 $0.39 {Tab'a 3} al nivel del pescador, Fue la region donde el
pe§cado se vendid a precio més bajo. Las especies clasificadas que
mas se pescaron fueron sierra y chillo. Le siguieron en bastante
menos proporeidn jurel, mero, piclia, dorado y manchego. Los

mejores meses de pesca fucron marzo, septiembre, octubre v no-
viembre. .o :

MEJOR PRODUCCION

Los pueblos y centros pesqueros de mejor produccion en
1872 aparecen a' continuacidn,

) Lbs. Precio /Libra
Luquillo {costa norte) 123,801 $0.56

Playa
Pueblo

Guanica {costa sur) 137,201 $0.46
Salinas - Providencia
Bahia

Fajardo {costa este) 408,991 $0.47
Las Croabas ‘
Sardinera
Puerta Real

Cabo Rojo {costa oeste) 1,111,322 $0.36
Guanajibo .
Joyuda

Puerto Real
Boguerdn

El Combate
Bahia Sucia

18
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UNIDADES DE OPERACIONES

E! Sumario de Unidades de Operaciones (Tabla 4} ofrece un
resumen del potencial pesquero local de Puerto Rico en 1972,

El nGmero de pescadores reportados esté aio es 3% menos
que el aflo anterior. Las embarcaciones disminuyeron también
2%. En cuanto a las unidades de artes de pesca hubo 5% menos
que en 1971, La distribucidn de pescadores y embarcacionesenla
Isla se ofrece en la figura 4.

Substancialmente se produjeron disminuciones en las nasas
de pescado, volantes de carey, calas, silga y varas.

PRODUCCION DE LAS ISLAS DE VIEQUES Y CULEBRA
En 1972 ta Isla de Vieques produjo 308,260 libras de pescado
y marisco {Tabla 5), con un precio promedio de $0.36 por libraal
nivel del pescador, Ei 5% fue langosta y 93% peces.

El volumen total de la pesca en Culebra fue menor que en Vie:
ques, es decir 75,296 libras, pero el precio promedio pagado a los
pescadores fue casi el doble, $0.63 por libra. Por otra parte, el 35%
de la pesca de Culebra correspondio a langosta, v 65%, a pescado.
il alto preciv que se pagd por la langosta hizo aumentar notable-
mante el precio promedio por libra en esta lsta.

ARTES DE PESCA

La Tabla 6 ofrece la produccion de pescado y marisco en
Puerto Rico, 1972, segiin el arte de pesca usado. Las artes mas co-
rrientes que emplean las pescadores locales son nasa, cala, silga,
chincharro y trasmallo. Los cajones se emplean solamente para la
pesca de langosta. Es notable mencionar que més de la mitad de la
woduccion (56%) se capturd por medio de nasa. El volante de carey
¢ ¢l palangre son las artes menos usadas en las pesquerias locales.

EMBARCACIONES

La embarcacion mas popular entre los pescadores locales es la
tipica “yola’” con motor fuera de borda. La Tabla 7 muestra la dis-
tribucién por costas en largo y p cpulsion (caballos de fuerza) de
las embarcaciones pesqueras locales de Puerto Rico en 1872, Enla
misma se puede aprecia que la yola de 16 a 18 pies de esloraes la
més abundante en toda la Isla. En segundo {ugar aparece lade 13 a
15 pies, que muchas veces se emplea a remos para labores en la
orilla y trabajos con 103 chinchorros de arrastre, Los motores que
se emplean con mas frecuencia son los 6 a 10 H. P, y también,
fos de 16 a 20 H. P. Los motores de mas de 50 H. P. se utilizan
sbloenun 3.9%

19
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) "TADLA &
’ SUMARIO DE UNIDADES DE OPEFACIONES
“ 15972
Daotalla Cosca Norta § Costa Suy | Costa Pate | Costa Ouete |Toral excluyends
d
Hilmaro tilicaro llnaro Himero
Pescadoras:
En esbarcaciones
y urilla
Regular a7 73 113 171 469
Casual 05 167 23 104 499
Total 292 2435 156 215 2648
Exbarcaciones
Mater 140 184 123 169 616
trros 58 21 18 i) 181
Artes Je penca
Ciinchorre: 30 23 i1 46 110
Large, vardas 7,810 6,790 3,02 13,750 31,37%
HLEael
Pescado 224 2,449 2,198 3,160 8
Langosta(cajén) o 15 "8 "o O
Trasmallo(filate) 173 135 78 58 504
yordas cuadradas| 187,119 122,203 30,938 41,843 382,102
anan;n cxtei: . 103 1713 161 6 513
yardas cualradas 23,724 47,014
Condeton: N .01 42,484 19,308 133,130
Cala 286 118 208 382 994
anzuelos 1,990 863 1,166 2,240 6,259
Silga 336 213 242 314 1,165
anzuclos n 273 252 322 1,218
Palangra 5 53 11 102 193
anzualos 2,284 9,164 1,375 14,302 27,72%
Vara 48 8 11 9 76
anzuelos 4“8 B i1 9 6
Asarray:; 245 104 123 %04 A6
Fisdga 43 46 n 17 133
Otras artas: 0 0 4] 43 [
i
M

it b kg

R

Sudrez-Caabro; Pesca Puerto Rico, 18972

TABLY 35

PRODUCCION REPORTADA (ACTUALBOZ) EN LIBRAS DE
PESCADG Y MARISCO EN LAS ISLAS DE VIEQUES Y
CHLEBRA EN EL ARO 1972

. tala dp Culebra Isia de Viegues
Especies Libras Valor Librasg Valor
Chillo 17 [ 771 3199
Colirrubia 3,204 1,275 6,318 2,774
Arrayado e o 513 2106
. Sama 786 311 8,167 3,492
' Otros pargos & 3 2,195 836
Siera 2,195 865 19,858 7,828
Hero 6,929 2,755 44,682 17,604
" Jurel 2,730 815 4,622 1,377
Robalo — R 217 111
i Ficla 142 176 1,631 640
: Capitén 1,619 2,476 19,760 7,813
Atln 9 3 940 291
Dorade 14 o 4 102 a0
Pluma 4,197 1,281 19,912 5,902
Boquicolarado 10,772 5,381 58,367 17,234
! Loro 733 1 137 13,387 1,839
| Peje puerco 6,622 1,667 30,937 7,635
Salmonate 1,724, 516 38,414 11,387
Gallo 45 7 6,919 1,40
Jarea —— ———— 3,090 1,387
Chapin 2,724 17 5,281 1,326
Otros peces R ——— 69 28
Total de peces 48,972 16,385 288,524 91,594
Langosta 26,307 31,404 14,849 17,562
Pulpo 3 1 460 237
Carey m—— ssemon 189 76
Carrucho e e 4,527 2,377
Otroy mariscos 14 3 i 118
Total mariocons 26,324 33,404 20,736 20,370
Total 75,296 47,193 309,260 111,964
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TABLA 6

PRODUCCION (ACTUAL 80X) REPBRTADA POR ARTE DE PESCA EN PUERTC RICO

1972
Lhinclorze fiasa Lajones Trasnallo Cala
ESPECIES Cantidad[Vaior fCantidad | Valor |Cantided]Valos{Gentidad!Valor |Cantidad] Valor
iArdn 10,0001 ¥,061 100 F¥3
‘zshjﬁ 2,000f 331 5,000) 1,693 '
equicolorado 2,000 5181 330,000 97,028 9,000{ 2,822 3,000 895
Capitfn 38,000] 23,033 o 18
Chapin Z,000 189 40,0001 11,325 360 12
Doradg
Callo 200 58 75,0001 9,09% 1,000 258
jJazea 1,500 468 51,000{15,020, H
Hurel 71,000) 6,676 g,000] 2,868 ' B,000] 2,k07: 32,000 10,066
Loto pic] 7 185,000| 38,951 a0 18] 100+ 1%
farlin Azul ’ ;
Meto 108 611 340,0001129,268 1,900 3970 35,009 12,708
Motares ! 8O0}  16L i
PATROS: | i ' ’
Arrayads 2,000, 8s9%  e2.000] 26,180 1 H s 35,000: 13,893
Coliryubia 16,000; 6,572 19.000{ 1,577 i &,000¢ 1,500 82,000 24,282
Chillo H 131,000 96,153 f ¢ 259,000: 177,892
Saza [ Y 257 40,000] 15,914 ; 3,006¢ 1,119 13,000 3 .Ba4
1 acres 100,  58; 18,000) 7,159 1 5,000 1,780. 20,000- 8,182
Peja pusrco ; | 178,000 34,850 ' I . 12,000 2,942
P ixidia 28,000, 10,120/ To 30000 B8k :
Pluzma 11,060, 3,130 : 4,000 893 66,0000 19,836
Robalo 12,000, 4,762 1,000 1,286 31,00011L,688: 1.000 418
slomousts ' 351,0000 94,046 ! .
arding 4,000, 641 13 1,000 393
farra 7,000, 2,893 ¢ F.0001 2,850
Sibalo 1o, 22 i ¢ '
Ocroa Paces 1 H
[fotal Pacea 119,200(41,579(k,859,000} 592,736 i 134,500143,951 558,2001287,274
Carey 5.000f 2,698 H
Carrucha i
liuey
Langosta 198,0004241,274 3,000¢3,630 H
Fulpo 3,000 2,597 .
Baticnes
icros Mariscos 71,0001 1,473
fotal Hariacos 310,0001245,3441, 3,00013,630 5,.0001 2,69
TOTAL L119,200141,57912,069,0008838 080 300083 6308 139 500)46,644F S58,2001287. 234
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TABLA 6

PRODUCCION (ACTUAL BOZ) REPORTADA POR ARTE DE PESCA EN PUERTO RIGO

1972
1
Silpa Palangre Atarraya fisgn A Mano Tatad
Cantidad] Valor ICantidad{ValorjCantidad]ValoriCuntidad] Valor{Cuntidadf VYalor [Cantidad § Valor
144 G} 38,515 154,100 41,598
000 2,276
200 84 364,200] 101,347
14,000] 4,128 68,100 27,199
42,300 12,187
18,.000) 4,893 18,000 %,893
76,200 9,413
700F 2)4 52,700 15,702
70,008 22,015
185,500 39,046
30e 96 1,000 561 377,400 143,092
100 14 S00 115
13,000}15,569 112,060 44,501
3,000§1,208 124,000 50,142
330,000} 274,050
lopf  1al 100 300 57,600 23,618
1,000 382 44,100 17,961
500 157 90,500 37,949
17.000¢ 6,616 48,000 17,600
41,000 231,899
41,000 18,164
351,000 94,046
3,000| 873 8,000 1,983
181,000) 70,228 195,000 15,9%
100 k1 300 56
75,000] 21,168 75,000 21,168%
435,2007141, 656 16,60017,014 4.000%1,185] 13,100) 5.728 3,1139,90011,120,92)
13,000] 5,646 500 24 18,600 8,563
167,000 15,7189 167,000 75,749
76,000F 45,458 76,000 45,458
19,000026,3071 17,000f 21,6%8] 237,000] 293,829
10,000} 6,419 300 10% 15,500 9,221
2a,000] 19,792 20,000 19,192
7,000 1,473
42,000136,372] 241,1000563 086) 541, 1001 433,128
435,2000141,656% 16 600l 014 4,000{1,185] 33,200(44,100} 28:,1007163,086]3,681 ,000{E,574, 046
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Cont. Serv. Aux. Oper. Cent.,, 1973, No. 3

TABLA 7

DISTRIBUCION POR COSTAS EN LARGO Y PROPULSION (CABALLOS DE FUERZA)

DE LAS EMEARCACIONES

PESQUERAS DE PUERTO R1COD

Sudrez-Caabro: Pesca Puerto Rico, 1972

1972
Lareo C(aical . ] COSTAS
go (pies) U Norte Sur Eate Qeste Total z
4 - & 1 0 0 i} 1 G.13
- 9 1 0 ] 4} 1 G.13
10 - 12 7 14 8 8 37 4,65
13 - 15 23 58 18 56 152 19,22
16 - 18 146 127 78 144 495 62.19
19 - 21 1} 14 22 11 58 7.2%
22 - 24 5 e 12 3 21 Z.64
25 - 27 1 1 1 8 11 1,38
28 - 30 a 0 2 B 10 1.25
31 - 213 0 13 1 2 3 0.37
34 ~ 38 o 4] 0 2 2 0.25
Mis de 36 o 2 - 0 2 4 0.50
Total 195 217 140 244 796 100,00
Motor (H.P.)
1~ 5 g 12 [¥] ? 28 4,04
6 - 10 63 95 8 76 242 3,82
il - 15 25 22 6 24 77 11.11
16 - 20 33 44 48 58 183 26,41
21 - 25 10 13 1D 5 38 5.48
6 ~ 30 3] 3 4 0 7 1.01
- 35 & 4 42 3 55 7.94
36 -~ 40 2 9 14 3 28 4,04
41 ~ 45 1 3 [ 1 5 0.72
46 - 50 ] 0 0 0 1] 0.00
Mis de 50 ] 5 1 24 an 4.3)
Total 149 210 133 201 693 100,00

e

SUMARIO

De 3,681,000 libras de pescado y marisco capturados en aguas
iocales en Puerto Rico en 1972, que representa ef 804 de la pro-
duccidon actual vy es el minimo reportado, 85% fue pescado de diver
sas especies v el 15% rmarisco, gue comprende langosta, juey, puipo
y carey. Bl precio promedio, para toda la Isla en 197%, del pescado
fue 36 centavos por libra (Tabla 3} vy 84 centavos el marisco. La es~
pecies de pescado que se pescaron con mas frecuencia fueron, en-
tre otras, pargo, boquicolorado, mero, salmonete, loro, peje puerco
v sierra. Entre fos pargos, el chillo obtuvo muy buen precio llegan-
do a2 pagarse al pescador hasta $1.25 la libra, en algunas regiones
ce ia [sla. El marisco més cotizado fue la fangosta que aumentd subs-
tancialmente de precio en 1972, llegando a alcanzar $1.75 por
libra, al nivel del pescador en los ditimos meses de 1972

La Tabla 8 muestra un resumen de la produccidn por munici-
pios, valor, pescadores, embarcaciones y unidades de artes de pes-
ca de la Isla en 1972. Para la pesca de 3,681,000 libras {actual
80%) se emplearon unas 800 embarcaciones y 2,000 pescadores
{968 reportados como tales, mas un estimado gue comprende com-
paiieras y otras personas relacionadas con esa actividad).

El esfuerzo pesquero, ademds de los pescadores y embarcacio-
nes mencionados, consistic en 12,371 unidades de artes de pesca
reportadas en actividad en toda la isla, De esta cantidad, 66% fue-
ron nasas y cajones para la pesca de langosta y 34% otras artes de
cordel y maila, principalmente, £l mayor niimero de nasas se en-
contrd en la costa oeste, con 3,160 y el &rea con mayor nGmero
de nasas resultd ser Cabo Rojo con 36% del total de la Isla. Es
notable sefialar, también, que esa area es la de mayor produccioén
en Puerto Rico.

El valor total de {a produccién pesquera local en Puerto Rico
en 1972 fue de $1,574,046 (actual BOY%), al nivel del pescador (Ta
bla B). Esa cantidad se distribuyd de la manera siguiente: costa
norte, 11%; costa sur 12%; costa este, 36% y costa oeste 39%.
Es interesante sefialar que en la costa norte, que es la de menos
produccion pesquera, se pagd el precio mas alto al pescador; mien-
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Subrez-Cosbiro: Pusca Puerto Rico, 1972

tras que en la ceste, donde la produccidn es mucho mayor, el pre-
cio fue el mas bajo en la Isla.

TABLA @ l.a Tabla 9 muestra un resumen comparativo de la produccién
PRODUCEICH (BOT ACTUAL), VALOR, PESCADONES, EMBARCACIONES ¥ UNIDADES y el valor de la pesca local en Puerto Rico durante los afios 1967 a
DE ARTES DE PESCA REPORTADAS POR MUNICIFIQ EN PUERTO RICO, I9VY . - .
1972. Los sumentos progresivos que se notan en los afios sucesivos
— - I f pr—— LR T T 1867 a 1972 se deben al mejoramiento en fos métodos de recoleccion
MUNICIPIO | CANTIBAD | . VALOR |PESCADURES [ZHBARCAC ASAS |_GiRos  {  TOTAL de datos a partir de ese afio, que fue cuando se inicid el Proyecto
cosTa NoRTE" | %301 100] " 170 842] 292 198 22| 1,286 1,510 de Estadistica Pesquera, y no a una alza en la producmgn. Comao
e laa] Y P 1 6 4 I “ se puede apreciar, a partir de 1870, la produccion se estabilizd entre
Cazmuy ' 10 G of @ 41 4.5 g 4.8 millones de libras comoe promedio.
Ratillo 9 [ Q0 13 33
Arecibo 42,429 35,179 &2 n 13 1%0 03
Barcaloneta 42 21 67 194 261
Hangfl i 3 4] [ [
Vega Baja 52,633 30,092 18 17 67| 107 176
Vaga Alta 12 & L] i1: | a8
Borado 10 & 16 31 41
Toa Bajas 1 ] 0 bi] 9
Catafio 41 7 19 07 226
San Juan 82,137 41,219 6 28 of 142 142
Loiza 37 28 2| 120 Y .
Luguillo 123,901 69,152 5 5 0 51 51
Afo Granda 4 3 20 0 40
COSTA SUR A3,279f 214,345 245 1 2,454 935 3,459
Patillas 12 14 180 94 274
hrroyos - 23 17 2417 157 L1 ]
Guayasa 47,152 17,804 16 18 339 (3 &04 ‘
Salinam 106,830 61,965 48 ag 499 141 &40
Sants Isabel 13 14 a2 Th 158
Jusna Dfaz 101,328] 54,6470 1% 12 7] 48 262
Ponce 38,368 16,343 17 14 a1 102 183
Pafiuclas 10 ] 102 41 143
Guayanillas 20 17 15 &6 81
Gulinica 137,201 61,586 LY 9 236 145 441
Lajas 2 21 sa6f 6% AT
COSTA ESTE 1,321,290]  564,034] 156 141 2,571 &n 3,13
Eajardo s08,991] 191,918 58 52 666) 313 379
Caiba 119,927 A2 AT4 5 5 188 ] 196
Naguabo 31,3361 133,512 19 17 3] g0 433 ,
Huzacas 96,382  36,581) 26 23 92 129 521
Yabucoa i 10 1] 164 132
Haunabo 7 & 16 19 35
Vieques 309,350 112,108 27 23 479 140 519
Culebra 75,296 47,501 [3 5 105 14 119
€OSTA OESTE 1,627,799  624,763] 275 247 3,166 1,108 4,768
Cabo Kojo 1,111,322 402,080] 111 93 2,649( 98BS 3,034
Mayaguas 194,332 107,761 44 43 187 188 as
Aflasco 1 ) 2 22 54
Rincln 23 2 180 o8 278
Aguada 0 23 o} 55 55
Azuadilla 322 143 114,922 ¥ . 58 102 360 452
TOTAL 3,681,4681 1,573.786] 968 197 8,r058 4,266 | 12,31 |
L T4
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ABSTRACT
During 1972, » minimam tota} of $4,601,250 -pounds of fish and shellfish were

reparted from Puerto Rico local fisheries; B5%o was fish of various apecies, and 15%0,

shell{ish, The average ex-vessel price per pound was 306 cents {or fish and 84 cents for
shellfish, .

At least 2000 fishermien participated and 800 boats were used in the fisherys
The fishing gear consisted of 13,000 units, OF this quantity, 66%fo were fiuh and lobater
pots and 34%/0 other gear, mainty hand lines and nets.

‘The greatest concentration of fish pols was reported in the westem region. Cabo
Rojo is the fishing center which has the Yarzest nunber of fish pots and alse was the
area showing the higliest production,

The minimum total value of the fish and shelliish production in 1972 reached
1930000 dollars, bosed on the ex-wvessel price, This value was distdbuted as follow:
north eoast, 11%0; south coast, 13%0; csst coast, 36%o and west coust, 40%fu. The
highest price per pound was paid on the north toast, which also reported the lowest pro-
duction, While the lowest price was from the west coast, coinciding also with the
highest fish and shelifish production,
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GENERAL INFORMATION

The locul fishing octivities in Puerto Rico is undertaken
through ninety fishing centers In forty one municipalities, in-
cluding Vieques and Culebra Islands, east of Puerto Rico. The
highest production centers are located at Cabo Rojo, Fajardo,
Vieques Island, Humacao and Naguaho areas,

A total of 968 fishermen, 797 fishing boats and 12,371 units
of fishing gear were reported on the island during 1972. Fish pot,
hand line, troil line, lobster pot, and turtle net were the gear in
order of importance, most commonly used.

SOURCE OF DATA

Data on each commercial landing are recorded on receipts
{fish tickets) by fish dealers and fishermen at-each fishing center.
Statistical agents coltect and return them to the office. Name and
address, price and value of different species of fish and shelifish
are filled on the fish ticket for each transaction, {see sample page 2).

Statistical agents at field areas keep contact with fish dealers
and local fishermen to insure that the records are accurate and
transmitted promptly. All data received at the office are checked
and corrected, Then, total data by week is summarized and pro-
cessed for publication.

STATISTICAL AREAS

The istand is divided into four regions for the purpose of
reporting fisheries statistics {figure 1). They are north, south, east
and west coast. Each region includes several municipalities with
varying numbers of fishing centers.

A waorking area, which includes a certain number of munici-

palities and fishing centers {figure 2}, was assigned to each agent.
Names, areas and addresses of the statistical agents are the following:

1
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Area “A": Rio Grande-Maunabo and Culebra and Vieques
Istand. Mr. JesUs Garcia Mercado. Home Town: Fajardo.

Catafio, San Juan and Loiza. Mr. Ivan Pérez Moll, Home town:
San Juan. _

oo Area. "B :* Patillas-Guanica. Mr. Pedro Irizarry., Home town:
=Ponge.,

Area “C": Guénica-lsabela, Agent and Supervisor, Mr. Julio
Alvarez Rivera. Home town: Mayaguez.

Area “D": Quebradillas-Dorado, Mr. Migue! A. Raices Felicia-
no, Home town: Arecibo.

Table 1 shows a summary of the statistical agents activities
during 1972,

SPECIES

The common and scientific namas of the species reported in
1972 are listed in Table 2. Some species are reported only collectively
when, for economic or other reasons, a specific separation is not
practical. This is the case with silk snapper (Lutjunus vivanus),
blackfin snapper (L. bucanella) and vermition snapper Rhomboplites
aurorubens), which are reported as red snapper. Similarly grouper
comprises several species such as misty grouper (Epinephelus
mystacinus), Nassau grouper (E. striatus) red hind (E. guttatus), etc.

Since it is impractical for dealers and fishermen to report the
many species separately, statistical agents periodically sample the
catches to determine their species composition. Based on this
sampling, the percentage composition of 1972 landings in Puerto
Rico were as follows, {Table 3, Figure 3). Figures between paren-
thesis mean less than 500 pounds or $500.
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SUMMARY OF THE STATISTICAL AGENTS ACTIVITIES DURING 1972

TABLE 1

Month Visited munucipalities* Number of tickets
Januvary Bex 2,509
February 71% 2,337
March 76% 3,255
April B81% 2,632
May 85% 2,687
June Bi% 3,058
July 51% 1,657
August 717 2,185
September 942 3,010
Octaber 89% 2,539
November 81% 2,090
December 874 2,592

Total 80%x 36,551

*Each fishing center in a municipality should be visited

at least once a week by the statistical agents.
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Sudrez-Coabro: Pusca Puerto Rico, 1972

TABLE 2 TABLE 2—Continue

COMMON AND SCIENTIFIC NAMES OF FISH AND SHELLFISH

Atlentic cutlasstish Trichivrus iapturus
REPORTED IN PUERTO RICO, 1872 Tunas
Litile Euthynnus afleteratus
FISHES Skipfack E. pelamis
Blackfin Thunnus atlanticus
. Snapper: . Yellowtin T. albacarss
oSk Lutjanus vivanus Dofphin Coryphaena hippurus
T huccanella Porgy Calamussp.
L. synagrig Sheapshaad Archosargus rombaidalis
t‘?&%ﬁ Grunt . Haemulen sp.
Gray mﬂs Parrotfish Sparisoma sp.
Cubura L. cyanapterus Trlgggrhsh Balistes vetula
Vermilion fhombopiites aurorubans Goatfish, spottad Psedupeneus maculatus
Yaliowtail fyures chryserus Gna.msh,l yeltow Mulloidichthys martinicus
R s il Ll Squirrelfish Holacentrus sp.
Mackgrel; Bonsfish Albula vuipes
King Scomberomorus cavalia Yallowfin mojarra Gerres_cinereus
Cero Scomberomorus ragalis Biue marlin Makaira nigricans
Grouper: Saitfish Istiophorus platypterus
Yellowfin Myctergperca venenasa Sardine . Harengula sp. .
Nassau Epinephelus striatus Atlantie thread harring Upzsfhanema ag!m'u‘m )
Red hind E quriatas quifaius Ballyhaop Hsm_:ramphus brasiliensis
Congy Cophalopholis fuiva Mullet . Mugil sp.
Rack hind Epinephelus adscencionis Trunkfish Lactophrys sp.
Misty E. mystacinus CRUSTACEANS
Jack: Spiny lobster Panulirus arqus
Biue runner Cara‘nx Eys0s Blue crab Callinectes sp.
Crevalis C. hmﬂﬂs_ Land crab TUgides cardatus
Black C. lugubris . Land crab Cardisoma guanhumi
Yeltow ) C. t.mr:hntama‘m Shrimp Penasus sp.
Greater amberjack Sariola dumerili River shrimp Macrobrachium sp.
Rainbow runner Elagatis bipinnufatus
Lookdown gile yomar MULLUSKUS
Palameta Trachinotus qoodei Octopus Detopus vulgaris
Parmit T. faleatus Conch Strombus maas glgas
Rarbu Polydactylus virginicus West indiand topshaell Livena pica
Snook Centrogomus undscimalis Mangrove oystar Crassostrea thizuphorae
Barracuda Sphytauna harrgcuda
- TUATLES
ga;;%n:;nsm &L—Q"‘L"""‘“acﬂi ‘;::In nl":::) maximus Hawkshill turtls Eretmachelys imbricata
Wahoo Acanthocybium selanderi Loggarhaad Thalfasochelys cargtta
Grean turtle Chelonia mydas.
Leather back
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Species %
Snapper 20
Grunt 10
Grouper 10
Parrotfish 5
. Tuna . 4
Mackerel - 5
. Triggerfish- - 5
ST U Sguirrelfish 2
Jdack p
Porgy 2
Other fish 20
Spiny lobster 6

Conch 5
Other shelifish 4
100

EXPLANATION OF TABLES

Weight is computed in pounds and value in dollars in the
tables. Most of the fish and shellfish are landed in the round:
however, certain species are usually eviscerated and gilled before
being brought ashore. However, normally when fishes are cleaned
the fishermen are paid separately for the work,

Value is computed from prices paid to the fisherman. The area
value figures are verified by summing the value of all individual
tandings in the area.

The conch weight figures include the shell. Land crab weight
is computed on the base 3 to 6 pounds per dozen, according to the
region. Lobster and octopus weights are given in the round, Factors
tor converting weight of meat to live {round} weight of turtle and

land crab are.3.33 and 6.66, respectively., Oyster weight includes
the shell.
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LANDINGS BY COASTS
North coast: {From lsabela through Luquillo)

This area only produced 8% of the total landings. Owing to
the topography of the shoreline and the conditions of the sea in
this area fishermen do not venture out curing a great part of the
year. Fish pots are not commonly used in this area, instead hand
lines, troll lines and gill nets prevail. In summer, during good
weather periods, beach seines are used in Arecibo, Barceloneta and
Loiza. During the “winter” season, fisheries are reduced to the use
of gill nets and cast nets at the mouth of the rivers, or in the calm
waters of inlets and bays. In 1872, 301,000 pounds of fish and
shelifish were taken in the north coast, The average ex-vessel price
per pound was $0.56, {Table 3). This was the lowest fish praoduction
of the Island and conversely, it was the area where the highest price
was paid for fish. The best catches occured during April, June,
August and September. The fish most commonly taken included
mackerel, grouper, snappers, {lane, yellowtail, silk and mutton},
barracuda and snook,.

South Coast: {from Patillas through Lajas)

This area rated higher than the north coast. There are pro-
ductive fishing grounds scuth of Ponce, at “Caja de Muertos Island”,
and at Grappler Bank, southeast of Patillas, Fish and spiny iobster
pots are the most prevalent fishing gear. Beach seines, troll lines,
gill nets, and turtie nets are also used. In 1972, 431,000 pounds of
fish and shellfish were lantled here, The average ex-vessel price per
pound was $0.48 (Table 3). The best catches occured during
February, March and April. The fish most commonly caught were:
mackerel, grouper, snapper {mutton, yellowtail and lane} barracuda
and snaok.

East coast: (From Fajardo through Maunabo including
Culebra and Vieques Islands)

This ranks second among Puerto Rico's fisheries areas. In
1972 a total of 1,321,000 pounds of fish and shellfish were landed

7
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(‘l'houmndi af .p;:undu - th

- TABLE 3

usands of dollars)

.. DISTRIDUTION BY REGIONS OF FISH AND SHELLFISH
HOST FREQUENTLY REPGRTED LM PUEKTO RICO DURING, 1972

(80X Actual production)
Speciee Horth coast Couth cosst Eant cogut Neat cnast Tokal
GuantieylValue|QuantitylValuojfuantityiVelusfQuantity¥aiuejfjuantity Valug
Tuns 14 A 14 1 12 4 133 34 16} 43
Aallyhao 1) [4}] 4 1 2 1 1] (B 7 1
Gruat 3 1 63 21 194 58 95 19 35% 94
Tagf{al {1) (1) & 3 39 Fal 2 1 67 37
Trunkfish — ——— 1 {1) 17 ? }13 3 42 i1
Dolphin {1) (1) b3 (1) 1 [§3] 17 & 19 4
Squirralfish ) (1) 1 {1} 16 3 59 [ 16 9
Mullet 5 z 0 [ 17 b 10 3 52 1.1
Jack -] 2 & 1 34 10 28 g n 22
Parratfish —— — 2 1 64 ] 113 ¥4 185 23
Blue Marlin — — —_— —_— — —_— _— ] - —— ——
G:'n:per 9 4 56 21 152 72 162 46 379 143
fiojarta — o— —— | — 1 (1) haadl Bhe s e {1
Snappersy -
Lane 5 3t s |13 2 | 10 wl el s 45
Yellowtail 25 12 i3 5 35 21 27 33 100 49
Silk 13 37 -] 4 35 n 254 81 lag 73
tHucton 2 4 [} k4 28 1 15 [ 58 fa
tithers 16 8 9 4 & 2 1% & 46 20
Triggerfish | 5 1 105 27 5 9 186 37
Barracuda 3 3 17 7 a3 7 7 2 4B 17
Pargy PO V) & 1 69 1 5 2 81 2%
Snook 18 -] 17 7 4 2 2 3 L) 18
Coasfish e—— e 36 8 143 41 1n 19 a5l 90
Sardine 2 1 e s 1 {1} [3 1 9 2
Hackerel 25 11 2% 10 88 34 337 21 135 2%
Tarpor —— —_— — — {1} {1} (1§ ) - -
Other fish 3 1 14 19 7 1 51 15 15 21
Total {ish 2317 19 351 121 | 1,167 403 1,374 § 432 | 3,109 |£,095
Tuertle 4 2 3 1 g & 3 1 19 B
Conch R ——— 10 5 18 g 140 [:¥] 168 %
Land crab 7% 46 — m— meram — e | — 76 113
lobster 1 1 57 76 120 146 39 6% 2:; 19;
u 2 2 8 5 4 2 1 10
g;;:zra s e —— — o - 50 46 50 L13
Ather shellfish {1) {1} 2 1 3 1 1} (L) 6 2
Total shellfich B4 51 ] 83 134 162 I56 ] 118 572 4719
fotal 3oL 10 [513 304 L ALE L% 1,608 {630 ] 3,061 ji.5714
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with an average ex-vessel price of $0.43 per pound, {Table 3).
This area produced 36% of the total {andings of Puerto Rico. It
includes and extensive island shelf which traditionally has been
productive, especially for spiny lobster, Fish and spiny lobster
pots are the main fishing gear, followed by troHl lines, hand lines,
turtle nets and beach seines, The best catches occured during
January, February, March and April. In order of importance the
most cammonly taken fish included: snappers {yeliowtail, sitk and
mutton) mackerel, grouper and tuna.

West coast: {From Cabo Rojo through Aguadiila)

This is the best fishing area in Puerto Rico. It produced 44%
of the total landings in 1972, Relatively productive fishing grounds
exist east of this area, including *Tourmaline” and “"Las Coranas”
Reefs and around “lLa Mona” and “Desecheo” Islands; aiso,
Aguadilla Bay and vecinity are a good fishing ground especially for
tuna. The most commonly used fishing gears are fish pots, troli and
hand lines, and bottom trot lines, In 1972 a total of 1,628,000
pounds of fish and shellfish were landed with an average ex-vessel
price per pound of $0.39 (Table 3). This was tha lowest recorded
price on the Island, The best catches occured during March,
September, October and November, The leading species caught were:
mackerel and silk snapper, followed by jack, grouper, barracuda,

dolphin and mutton snapper.
HIGHEST PRODUCTION

The areas of highest production of fish and sheltfish in 1972
are listed below.

Pounds Prince/Pound
Luquitle {North coast) 123,801 $0.56
Playa
Pueblo
Guanica 137,201 $0.46
Salinas-Providencia
Bzhia
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Fajardo (East coast) 408,991 50.47
Las Croabas
Sardinera
Puerto Real

Cabo Rojo {West coast) , 1,111,322 $0.36
Guanajibo ' :

.. Joyuda . -
Boquerén -+
Ei Gombate
Bahia Sucia

OPERATING UNITS

Table 4 shows a summary of the operating units of the local
fisheries in Puerto Rico, 1972,

Number of fishermen reported during this year is 3% lower
than in 1971. The number of boats also decreased 2%. The
fishing gear units were 5% lower than in 1971. Distribution of fisher-
men and boats through the Island is shown in figure 4.

The reported number of fish pots, turtle nets, hand lines,
troll lines, and pole went down substantially.

PRODUCTION IN VIEQUES AND CULEBRA ISLANDS

During 1972, a total of 309,260 pounds of fish and shetlfish
were landed in Vieques Island (Table 5). The ex-vessel price per
pound was $0.36. Spiny lobster reached §% of the total catch and
fish 93%.

Production of fich and shellfish in Culebra Island was lower
than in Vieques, 75,296 pounds reported, but the average ex-vessel
price was double, or $0.63 per pound. However, in Culebra 35%
of tic total catch was spiny lobster, 65% fish, which accounts for
the higher average price.

FISHING GEAR

Landing of fish and shellfish in Puerto Rico, 1972, by gear is
shown in Table 6. The most comman fishing gear are pot, hand line,
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troll line, beach seine and gill net; turtie net, trot line and cast net
are used 1o a lesses degree. It is note worthy that 56% of the total
catch is obtained by pot.

FISHING CRAFT

The most common type of fishing boat used in the outboard
motor boat called “yola”, Table 7 shows distribution inlenght and
propulsion thorse power} of commercial fishing craft by coastal
region, 1972. Boats of 16 to 18-foot lenghts are the standard
throughout the island. Secondly, come row boats of 13 to 15 foot
lenghts, used often in shallow water areas in the beach seine fishery,
Six to ten HP motors are the most abundant followed by 16 to
20 HP motors, larger than this are few.

TABLE 4

SUFHMARY OF OPEBATING UNITS
1972

Iten korth coset [South tomst [Past coastiVest comsr  protal. net lndlud-
ing duplicstes
Hunbeyr Huabsr Hmbar Husmber
Fishermans
With and without
boats
Regulary a8y 78 133 17 459
Casual 205 167 23 104 499
Yoral 9 43 15t 7% §68
Flahing crafs: -
Hater 140 184 123 159 616
Othar 58 a7 18 18 183

Fiahing gear:

Buach seioe 0 23 11 46 110
Length, yards 7,810 + 6,790 3,024 13,250 31,374
Porm
Fish 234 2.h49 1,196 3,180 8,029
Labzter o 15 61 o %
Gill nsty 173 193 18 58 304
Square yarda 187,119 131,103 30,918 41,842 382,102
Turtle sett pith] 173 16) 76 313
Squars ysrds 23,734 &1,014 &2 ,AB4 19,908 133,130
Linsst
Hands 286 §3¢.3 208 k1. ¥ 994
hooks 1,950 851 1,166 1,240 5,259
Troll 336 113 142 4 1,165
hooks an ’ 73 252 pred 1,218
Trot 5 55 3] 102 193
hoaka 2,284 9,164 1,375 14,302 27,7135
Pole 48 B 11 4 16
hooks 48 8 11 g 76
Cast net: 245 104 123 104 576
Spaar: 40 46 3 17 135
Sthups: 0 a o 0

A1
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. SUMMARY

During 1972, a total of 3,681,000 pounds {80% actual pro-
duction} of fish and shelifish were reported from Puerto Rico
tocal fisheries, 85% was fish of various species, and 15%, shelifish
. which mciudes spiny inbster, fand crab and turtle. The average
T ex-vessel’ pr;ce per pound for the whole Island was 36 cents for fish

(Table '3} and "84 cents for shelifish. Snapper, grunt, grouper,
goatfish, parrotfish, triggerfish and mackerel were the most
common fishes caught. Silk snapper reached very high price,
commanded $1.25 per pound in some areas. Spiny lobster was

the highest priced among the shellfish reaching an ex-vessel of $1.75
per pound.

Table 8 shows a summary of the production in Puerto Rico
in 1872 by municipality, value, fishermen, fishing craft and unit
of fishing gear. To take 3,681,000 pounds of fish and shellfish,
800 fishing craft and 2,000 fishermen were employed (968 reported
as requiar, and the rest are part time fishermen, deckbands and
other persons engaged in Puerto Rico local fisheries).

in 1972 there were 12,371 units of fishing gear reported. Fish
and lobster pots were §6% and line and net gear 34i% of the total.
The highest number of fish pots, 3,160, were at the west coast.
However, the highest number of fish pots were at Cabo Rojo area,
or 33% of the total. Cabo Rojo is also the area of highest production
in Puerto Rico.

The total ex-vessel value of the local fisheries during 1972 was
1,674,046 dollars {Table 8). The distribution of this figure is as
follows: north coast, 11%; south coast, 14%; east coast 36%; and
west coast, 39%. It is interesting to note that in the north coast,
which is the least productive area, the highest ex-vessel price was
paid to the fishermen; while in the west coast, where the production
is highest, the ex-vessel price was the lowest,
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POUNDS OF FLSH AND SHELLFISH (BOZ ACTUAL PRODUCTION)

TABLE 5

REFORTED IN CULEBRA AND VIEQUES ISLAND, 1972

; Culehra Island Vieques Island
Species Pound Value Pound Value
§ilk snapper 17 [ 771 155
Yellowtail snapper 3,204 1,275 6,318 2,174
Lane pnapper T e —— 513 210
Hutton snapper 7186 " 311 8,167 3,492
Other snapper & 3 2,195 B56
Hackerel 2,195 B&5 19,858 7,828
Grouper 6,929 2,755 44,682 17,604
Jack 2,730 B15 4,622 1,377
Snook ——— e 277 111
Barracuda 142 176 1,631 640
Hogfish 1,619 2,476 19,760 7,813
Tuna 9 3 940 91
Bolphin 14 [ 102 10
Porgy 4,197 1,281 19,912 5,%02
Grunt 10,772 5,381 58,367 17,234
Parrotfish 733 137 13,387 1,839
Triggecfish 6,622 1,667 30,937 7,635
Goatfish 1,724 516 38,414 11,387
Squirrelfish 46 6,919 1,431
Hullet — — 1,090 1,387
Trunkfiash 2,724 707 5,281 1,326
Other figh nmine s n 69 28
Total fish 48,972 16,385 288,524 91,594
Lobater 26,307 31,404 14,849 17,562
Octopus 3 1 460 237
Turtle vanin e 189 76
Gonch e — 4,527 2,317
Other shellfiah 14 3 711 118
Total shellfiash 26 324 31,408 20,736 20,370
Total 75.2%6 47,793 309,260 111,964

A}
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; PRODUCTION (80%Z ACTUAL) BY FISHING GEAR REPORTED' IN PUERTO RICO

SPECIES

fich

Giil net

Guantity

$ST0TY
Ballyhoo
Tunt
tiog #ish
runkfish
olphin
Squivrelfish
Hislleg
plack
Parrocfiah
{Blum Marlin
Groupe?
Mojsarra
ISOAPPATES
tans
Yellowteil
Silk
Hutton
Othara
riggerfish
arvaguda
CERY
nook
Goatfish
Sardine
Mackazsl
Larpon
Dthar fish
fotal fish
Turtla
Lonch
fand crab
fohater
petopus
ryater
. Prhar ahallfish
qotal shallfish

356,000

58,000
40,000

75,000

4,606
185,000

340,000

62,000
19,000
131,000
A0,000
18,000
378,000

3,000

351,000

1,839,000

138,000
5,000

7,000
210,000

usntity¥alus

JOIAL

2,069,000

[{[] 22

3,000} 1,695
9,000) 2,823

pleis) n

1,000 258
. 51,600]15,000
8,000} 2,407

00 64
1,000 397
aso| 10t
4,000{ 1,503

3,0001 1,319
5.060] 1,780

3,000 864
4,000 893
31,000111,688
1,000 393
1,000} 2,853

134,500§43,951
5,000] 2,693

5,000] 3,693

119, 50046, 644

ettt

5

HETEROS.

O

Wty
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PRODUCTION

_ireil

T —— -
Line Trot Ling
P .
Iuone ig F Valye uantivy alne
1&&.071% 18,515
18,000 4,843
el g
1,000)5, 149
3.000§1,208
ool 14
17,000 5,626
181,008 70,228
: 200 34
75,000 21,168
435,200 140,4561 14,600 7,014

7,014

F Toral -
tti_uut.i:[ qulntitxh Value

154,107 41,598
7,000 2,278
364,200 101,347
10,000 4,128 63, )i 199
42,300 12,187
18,000 4,893
16,200 9,413
ool 24 32,700 15,707
70,000 22,015
185,300 39,046
1,000 351 371,400 143,092
90 14 ug 133
112,000 44,503
124,000 51,142
130,000 14,050
00 3an 57,600 23,615
1,000 587 44,100 17,96}
Soa 157 130, 500 3,949
48,000 17,600
8,090 21,899
47,000 18,154
331,000 94,044
3,000 873 8,000 1,923
135,000 75,924
300 36
15,000 2,158
4,000 1,188 13,200 5,728 3.13%,900 1,120,971
13,000 5,645 600 224 18,600 8,563
187,000 15,189 167,000 15,189
76,000 45,458 16,000 45,458
1%,000{26, 307 17,000 21,615 137,000 251,839
18,000 6,419 00 05 15,500 9,221
20,600 19,792 0,000 4,292
1,423

62‘000 38,372 2&1‘103 b]
4,800 1,18% 55.200“'&:1001_ 231.105 ,Qi-__ﬁ_]
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- TABLE 7
DISTRIBUTION OF LENGTH AND HORSE-POWER . s
OF PUERTO RICO'S INSHORE COMMERCIAL FISHING CRAFT i g
BY COASTAL REGION, 1972 L& 3
P ﬁ
Longth (feet) E0OASTS ' :%
CRSEh leet North | South | ¥ast | West Total x B
-3
BT 4~ 6 1 0 o 0 1 0.13 pi!
R 7- 9 1 0 ] 0 1 0.13 ! Vi
S 10 - 12 7 14 8 8 37 4.65 : e
3 13 - 1% 23 58 16 56 153 19,22 !
0 16 - 18 146 127 78 144 495 62.19 3
, 19 ~ 21 11 14 22 11 58 7.29 ! '
: 22 - 24 5 1 12 3 21 2.64 : e
: 25 - 27 1 1 1 8 11 1.38 o
28 - 30 0 0 2 8 10 1.25 i 4
: 31 - 33 0 0 1 2 3 0,37 ¢ /
3 34 - 36 0 0 0 2 2 0.25 8
1 More than 36 0 2 0 2 4 0.50 ! %
M I W
i Total 1 s 217 | 140 244 ' 796 100.00 { 4
{ Moter (li. P, ; ‘;‘:
5 - o A
i 1- 5 9 12 0 7 28 4.04 :
¢ 6 - 10 63 95 8 76 252 34.92 ;
b 11 - 15 25 22 6 24 77 11,11 { . 3
16 - 20 33 44 48 58 183 26.41 B
¥ 21 - 25 10 13 10 5 8 5.48 . .4
26 « 30 0 3 4 0 7 1.01 .
i 31 - 35 6 4 42 3 55 7.94 !
36 - 40 2 g 14 3 28 4.04 ;
o 41 - 45 1 3 0 1 5 0.72 ! E
: 46 - 50 0 0 o 0 0 0.00 ! ¢
i Mora than 50 0 5 1 24 30 4,33 ) s
f .i
b Total 149 210 | 133 201 693 160.00 o

e e ol A

4R
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TABLE 8

LANDINGS, VALUE, FESHERHEN, CRAFT AND UNITS OF GLAR REPORTED
(80X ACTUAL FRODUCTIONY BY MUNICIPALITIES IN PUERTO RICO, 1972

b At

s Al i T .

UANTITY VALUE c GEAR
rscreaary | IR | vsE | FisneneN RAFT PoT_] GTiikRS | TOTAL
RORTH COAST 301,100 176,842 292 198 224 1,286 1,510
Isabaln 7 [ 0 29 49
Quabradillas 1 0 o 2 2
Camuy io L 1] 4% LY
Iacillc g [ 0 n 33
Aracino 42,429 10,108 42 kY4 13 150 0]
Barcelonata 42 23 67 194 261
Manatf 1 i 1) 6 [
Vaga Uajs 52,61 0,692 I8 17 &7 143 F ¥ 1]
Vagn Alta i2 6 ] 88 a8
Dovade 10 ] 16 3 &7
Tog Baja 39 & Y 29 2%
Catafio 47 a7 i3 207 226
Sag Juan 82,137 41,219 16 28 o 143 142
Loiza 37 28 i 120 122
Luguille 123,901 69,352 5 5 [} 51 51
Rfo Grande & 3 20 20 40
COSTA s50R 431,279 214,145 2435 211 2,464 935 3,459
Patillas i2 14 180 54 274
Avroyos 21 17 247 157 A0%
Guayama 47,152 17,804 16 16 339 65 404
Solinas 106,830 61,965 [%:] 38 499 J41 640
Santa Imabel 16 14 B2 74 15%
Juana Diaz 101,528 56,447 15 12 217 [}) 262
FPonce 14,568 16,343 17 14 81 162 183
Pofiueing 10 8 132 &1 141
Guayaniilan 20 17 15 66 3 -
Culinica 137,101 61,586 47 39 296 145 441
Lajas 21 21 406 65 1
COSTA ESTE 1,321,290 564,034 156 141 2,257 877 3,13
Fajavde 408,991 191,918 58 52 11 ki) 979
Ceiba 119,927 §2,414 5 5 188 8 196
Nagusho 311,304 133,512 19 17 343 90 433
Humacaa 96,382 36,541 26 23 392 129 521
Yabucas 1) 10 &8 164 232
Haunabo ¥ & 16 .19 35
Viegues 30%,350 112,108 27 23 419 140 619
Culebra 75,296 41,501 6 5 105 14 119
COSTA OESTE 1,621,799 624,763 215 247 3,160 1,108 4,268
Cabo Rojo Ln,32z  soz.090] 11 93 2,649 /s | 3,004
Hayaguex 194,312 107,761 44 43 147 188 385
Afiaaco a 8 32 n 54
Rinedn 23 22 180 98 2718
Aguada pis] 23 a 55 5%
Apuadillia 22,3451 ° 114,972 59 58 ¢ 102 160 [1:¥
TOTAL 3,6B1,4681 1,573,784] gea 197 8,105} 4266 | 12,301
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SUMMARY OF PRODUCTION OF FLSH AND SHELLFISH REPORTED

TADBLE

5

iX PUERTO RICO, 1967 ~ 1572

P

-V

(Thousands of pounds and thousands of dollara)i-
MONTH 1907 1568 1969 1970 1971%4 .. 1572%%
Pounds|value |Pounds [Value]Pounds {Value]Pounds jValue' |Pounds {Value [Pounds iValue

January 60.0] 15.6 26.0] 7.87 208.8] 59.4f 299.3] 101.8| 406.2}; 321,5) 142.2
February 65.0] 16.9 36.0] 11.6] 188,0| 52.9] 342,1{ 116.3] 434.4]7 357.5f 157.3
March 40.0F 10.4 28.8] 7.8f 218.8| 63.8] 360.3] 126.1| 468.B] 173,51 422.7| 185.9
April 55.0f 14.3 30.5] 8.4} 253.5| 77.4] 349.6] 122.4] 418.3| -154.8] 421.6 181.3
Hay 56.07 15.0 34.5] 10.3] 256.8] 73.3] 414.9| 145.2} 41215| 14B.5| 39277 164.9
June 65.0) 16.9 37.8] 9.9} 145.3] 39.9] 402.8] 143.0] 387.4fF 135.6] 381.1] 163.9
July 10.06} 18,0 86.6] 21.0] 169.6f 47.0] 370.2} 133,3; 345.3] -127.8f 355.0] 142,0
August 60.0) 15.6 95.4] 27.0] 195.0] 55.8] 426.3] 145.0f 409.1] 151.4] 367.6] 158.1
September 56,0 15.0] 171.7] 49.4] 223.2} 70.4} 487.1] 165.6] 440.2| 167.31 434.2) 182.4
Cetober 44,07 12,0] 154.1} 42.3} 213.7| 66.8] 337,1] 135.4} 427.5] 166.7f Al15.4) 166.1
{Novenmber 70.0] 18,0} 178.5| 50.8f 168.6] 50.2] 398.3] 1239.4] 388.6] 155.4] 383.8; 153.5
December 54.0( 15,0 185.7| 52.0] 189.2| 63.4] 370.8| 126.1} 285.3] 114.1} 348.2| 142.8
TOTAL 695,04182,711,066.4)298.312,430.0§720.3]4,.568.8]1,597.644,823.6{1,789.3}4,601.3{1,930.0

*Gf the total shown,
atatistics data was

**0f the totals shown

at least 761 was estimated because collection of fishery
not started until October 1967.

for these years, 20% was estimated.
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